Neutrophil function in Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
Spontaneous migration, chemotactic and bactericidal activity and nitroblue-tetrazolium (NBT) reduction by neutrophils from patients with Duchenne muscular dystrophy were evaluated using quantitative techniques. Significant reductions in spontaneous migration and chemotaxis were found in the DMD group when compared with a control group of subjects. No significant differences were found in bactericidal activity or NBT reduction. The findings suggest that there is a defect in the contractile system or cell membrane function of neutrophils in DMD and that the genetic defect is expressed in leucocytes as well as other tissues.